Romeo and Juliet

Act I

ROMEO AND JULIET: Act I Reading and Study Guide

I. VOCABULARY: Be able to define the following words and understand them when they appear in the play.

adversary - enemy

boisterous - rambunctious, with a lot of energy 

nuptial - wedding vows

II. LITERARY TERMS: Be able to define each term and apply each term to the play.

aside- Said to the audience, revealing some piece of information that others on stage are not mean to hear. 

Example: [Aside to GREGORY] Is the law of our side, if I say 
ay?  Act I Scene I
Conflict - The struggle between opposing forces--e.g., CHARACTERS, nations or ideas--that provides the central ACTION and interest in any literary PLOT. The struggle between the Capulet and Montague families in Romeo and Juliet is a classic example of conflict.


External: 1. Person vs. Person



    2.  Person vs. Environment/Nature 



    3.  Person vs. Society



Internal:  4. Person vs. Self
Example: Romeo experience conflict of person vs. person since Rosaline does not return his love. 

figurative language - expressing ideas indirectly; language used in a special way to create a special effect made up of words and phrases which don’t mean what they first appear to mean
Example: 
1.) Pun- Prologue; Line 4: where civil blood makes civil hands unclean

2.) Alliteration- Prologue; Line 5: From forth the fatal loins of these two foes

3.) Metaphor- Prologue; Line 6: A pair of star-crossed lovers take their life

4.) Simile- Prologue; Line 1: Two households, both alike in dignity
foil- in literature, a character who contrasts with another character 
Example: Rosaline to Juliet or Romeo to Paris. 
Foreshadowing - is an advanced sign or warning of what is to come in the future.
Example: The Prince warns of the future consequences of starting anymore trouble in the city streets..."your lives shall pay the forfeit of the peace" 

Act 1, scene 2: 

Capulet and Paris’s early talks of marriage, and later, Juliet’s ambivalence to the idea in Act 1, scene 3 when her mother tells her of Paris’s interest…”I’ll look to like, if looking liking move” hints that there’s going to be some disquiet if that proposed relationship goes ahead. She’s not at all interested etc… 

Benvolio convinces Romeo to attend the Capulet’s party by telling him that his mind will be taken off his current lovesick woes and tells him “I’ll make thee think thy swan a crow”. Hinting to the audience that there’s likely going to be someone new that Romeo will be meeting very shortly. 

metaphor – Comparison not using like or as. 

Example: Describing Paris in 1.3. as a “man of wax” or the extended metaphor of Paris while comparing him to a book. 

simile- Comparison using like or as. 

Example: Act 1, scene 5 -   "It seems she hangs upon the cheek of night like a rich jewel in an Ethiop's ear" -Romeo (lines 45-46). 
pun – Play on words for the sake of humour. 

Example: "That dreamers often lie" dreamers lie by not telling the truth, and they also lie in bed this is in act 1 scene 4 
1. What is the purpose of the Chorus’ Prologue?

The purpose of the chorus’ prologue is to introduce the play and explain the situation (setting-Verona, city divided by civil war-two noble families).

2. Why does Shakespeare give the prominence of the opening scene to a quarrel between minor characters?

It’s an exciting scene, calculated to hold the audience’s attention. Although the participants in the quarrel are not important characters, the brawl immediately establishes that the Montagues and Capulets are still enemies that their hostility extends itself to all of their followers.

3. Describe the differing personalities and behaviour of Benvolio and Tybalt.

Benvolio: peacemaker, rational, does not want to fight       

Tybalt: Troublemaker, seeks fights, never without his sword, and represents quarrelsome nature of Capulets, hotheaded, defiant. 

Prove this even further as the play progresses.

4. Paraphrase (put into your own words) Prince Escalus’ speech (79-101).

You are royal people of noble stature and you have rage and hold a grudge. Because of your disobedience, throw your weapons to the ground.  There have been three fights in the streets between the two of you.  Three times you have been fighting and made the people of Verona watch. If you ever disturb the streets again, you will suffer the consequences with your lives in order to keep the peace.  Capulet, you come with me now. Montague, you have to come down in the afternoon to decide what else I am going to do about this situation.

5. Explain the reasons Montague is worried about his son, Romeo (lines 129-140).

Montague is worried about Romeo because he has been moping around everyday and won’t talk to him.  

Shakespeare’s Dramatic Devices

6. Explain an example of a Pun: A pun is a play on words. Colliers, Choler, collar, coals- see scene i

7. Explain an example of a Double entendre: Double meaning: maidenheads line 23

8. Explain an example of a Metaphor: comparison: women being of weaker vessels, purple fountains etc. 

Scene i continued

1. Explain why Romeo is so depressed.

Romeo is depressed because he is in love with Rosaline.  He can’t love her because she devoted herself to chastity.

2. Why does Romeo express himself so lengthily and elaborately upon the subject of his feelings for the fair Rosaline (Lord Capulet’s niece) who never appears in the play, and whom he is to forget the instant that he sees Juliet?
His words reveal his mind. A youth capable of great powers of love, romantic, ready to sacrifice everything for love once he finds a worthy object. We are being prepared for a sudden contrast later between his imagined love for Rosaline and true love for Juliet.  

3. What is Benvolio’s advice to Romeo and why can’t he take it?
His advice is that there are other people whom are worse off. He tells Romeo to look elsewhere.  Romeo cannot handle it because he can’t get Rosaline out of his head. (line 226)

4. How does Romeo feel about himself?
Romeo feels depressed.  “I have lost myself, I am not here. This is not Romeo, he’s some other where.”

5. What contrasting concepts of love are presented in Act One (hint: Consider Capulet’s servants vs. Romeo, as well as Romeo’s confusion, lines 169-193).
Romeo’s courtly love contrasts Capulet servant’s physical love: they speak of a bawdy enjoyment or sex, a theme later expanded by Juliet’s nurse. 

Contradictory notions of love: good love can put sparks in eye; bad love can fill an ocean with tears.

Family love: the love Romeo feels for his family is not one he can take pleasure in because it’s characterized by hatred towards Capulets, “oh, loving hate.”
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6. Give four examples of oxymoron from Romeo’s speeches, and explain them (oxymoron is a phrase combining two seemingly incompatible or opposite elements, eg. “crashing silence”).
Uses them as he speaks in petrarchan conceit to demonstrate his own suffering, confusion and despair. Emphasizing his symptom of courtly love.

Sick health, feather of lead, bright smoke, cold fire.

Act I scenes ii, iii

1. Describe the Capulet’s father/daughter relationship.
Juliet is the Capulets’ only living child and he has great hopes for her. Dad is indulgent, even allowing Juliet’s mom to have a say in whom she marries.  He is protective and possessive of his daughter: even though he married Juliet’s mother before she was 14, he give Juliet’s young age as one reason to stall marriage.

2. What twists of fate and plot complications arise in scene ii?
Ignorant servant is instrument of fate by which Romeo is brought to feast to meet.  Paris will be at the party to compare Juliet to other women; just as Benvolio urges Romeo to compare Rosaline to other women. 

Juliet-the subplot arises with Paris’ proposal of marriage to Juliet. 

“Pair of star-crossed lovers”

3. Explain how Romeo continues with Petrarchan conceit (see courtly love handout).
Wallowing in her despair; totally self-indulged. He still praises Rosaline’s beauty. Romeo idealizes her. The fact that she waits to devote her life to virginity reinforces his glorification of her. Virginity in women was quintessential, idealized, the purest and most perfect state. Queen Elizabeth called the Virgin Queen because she never married. Her subjects worshipped her.

4. What is your first impression of Juliet?
Juliet is innocent, inexperienced in matters of the heart. She is respectful of her mother, tries to comply with her mother’s wishes. There is no real affection between mother and daughter. Juliet seems to be cherished more by her nurse (who is the one who remembers her birthday, nursed her, and recounts young memories of her. She obviously loves her dearly “her lamb, her ladybird.”  “the prettiest babe she we loved!”)

5. Juliet’s nurse is one of the famous comic characters of Shakespeare. Describe her.
The nurse is large, stout, a widow, uneducated, only has four teeth, proud that she was a virgin at 12, loud, outspoken (talkative and wordy), possesses a deep love and affection for Juliet.

6. Explain the concepts of love as presented by I) Lady Capulet, II) Juliet and III) Juliet’s Nurse.
Lady Capulet: feels it’s a good time for Juliet to marry. She is concerned about appearances and material things. She emphasizes Paris’ looks and wealth.

Juliet: Innocent, her response to her mom’s questions “can you love the gentleman?” in an agreement to look favourable upon him, if that’s all it takes to fall in love, then she’ll comply.

Nurse: Reinforces Lady Capulet’s remarks about what a babe Paris is. The enthusiasm of her sometimes coarse remarks in reference to Juliet’s popularity exemplifies her approach to love. Love for Juliet’s nurse is physical action.  
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7. What purposes do the Nurse’s speeches serve?
The nurse’s speech is for comic relief. To establish a relationship that she has with the Capulets, especially Juliet (thinks of her as her own daughter).

8. Why does she speak in prose, rather than in verse like Juliet and Lady Capulet?
It is to reveal her ignorant, uneducated mind. She’s a commoner.  In Shakespeare’s plays, people in the lower ranks of society usually made to speak in pose. She’s a commoner which means uneducated. As opposed to Juliet and Lady Capulet whose speech (verse) reveals their elite status.

Scene iv

1. This scene does not really further the plot. Why is it important to the play?

Introduces Mercutio and shows his personality. It reveals Romeo’s dreams and fate, which foreshadows tragedy. Mercutio is festive, wants to party, fun loving kind of guy. He is a master of words and wit.  He playfully engages Romeo in a battle of words, their customary exchange. The purpose is to lift Romeo’s spirits. “To raise him from love,” to pull him like a horse out of the mud.  His efforts become more elaborate when Romeo hints that he had a foreboding dream. This launches Mercutio on a long discussion of the fairy queen Mab. 

2. Describe Mercutio. Consider his behaviour, personality, speech, and attitude about love. How is he a contrast to Benvolio and Romeo?

He has sarcastic wit with Romeo. He is tired of hearing about Romeo’s misery. Mercutio has scorn and disdain for love.   His interest is in duelling, which is opposite to Romeo and Benvolio. He is inconstant, changeable. Scholars disagree on his character and interpret him in different ways. He’s not easy to define! 

Shakespeare’s Dramatic Devices

3. Dreams escape the subconscious at night to delight or torment our sleep. Romeo says, “I dreamt a dream tonight.” What do Romeo’s dreams reveal about him?

He believes in fate “the stars.” This foretells the future and he takes this seriously.

4. Mercutio has some interesting views about dreams, too. His famous “Queen Mab” speech is full of playful imagery and humour.  

a. Imagery means we can picture it! So… On a blank sheet of paper, sketch a simple picture of Queen Mab and her carriage according to the imagery in Mercutio’s description. The drawing does not have to be artistic, but it does have to be neat and clear.  Label each part of your drawing with its corresponding line form the speech. 

b. According to Mercutio, what are the dreams that Queen Mab delivers for each of the following people?

i. Lovers: love
ii. Courtiers (royal attendants) (first mention): bowing properly
iii. Lawyers: money
iv. Ladies:  kisses (cause those lips to blister because the ladies’ breathing so heavy from eating too many sweets)
v.  Courtiers (second mention): Smelling out special favours
vi. A parson:  making a good living from having income
vii. A soldier:  cutting foreign throats; killing enemies.
c. Is Queen Mab the queen of good dreams, nightmares, or both? Explain.

Both. She visits people in their sleep and makes them hungry for things they cant have. She makes them dream of good things but then causes bad things to happen. 

d. Reread Mercutio’s exchange with Romeo at the end of the scene. What does Mercutio think of dreams?

He thinks they are a product of an idle mind. Dreams are nothing more than fantasy as thin as air and as changeable as the Northern wind. 

e. Why do you suppose Mercutio told such a fantastic tale to Romeo? What was its purpose?

The purpose is to lift Romeo’s spirits. Mercutio is implying that Romeo is one of Queen Mab’s victims. He’s dreaming about something he can’t have. Mercutio is having fun at his expense…get over it!

Scene v

1. The moment arrives…love at first sight (lines 41-42). Romeo is totally captivated by a vision of beauty across the room. How does Romeo describe this vision of loveliness; what metaphors and images does he use? (lines 43-47).
He uses a Jewel to an Ethiop’s ear to describe her beauty.  A lot of light and dark imagery.  Dove to a bunch of crows. Etc. 

2. Dramatic Irony is when the audience knows something the characters do not. What is ironic about Juliet’s line 134? 

She makes a reference that if she cannot marry him, she will die

3.  Highlight lines 90-91.  What threat does Tybalt make as he agrees to withdraw?

Tybalt will leave the party but the next time he sees Romeo, he will withdraw his sword to fight him.

4. Why is a sonnet appropriate for Romeo and Juliet’s first encounter?
It is appropriate because it is true love.  A sonnet represents the essence of love. A sonnet is unchanging, just like their love. See “why a sonnet” note. 

5. What happened to Romeo’s feelings for Rosaline?

The moment he saw Juliet, he forgot all about Rosaline.  

6. Juliet sends her nurse to find out the name of the guy she just kissed and wants to marry! (lines 133-134) Describe Juliet’s reaction when she learns of Romeo’s identity. (lines 137-140).

Juliet says, “My only love, sprung from my only hate.” She knows that he is a Montague and that she should not see him. However, it’s too late now. They are already in love.  

